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Inside this issue: 

Building brighter futures for adults with developmental disabilities 

Disability is not a òbrave struggleó or òcourage in the face of adversity.ó   
Disability is an art.  It is an ingenious way to live.  

Neil Marcus 

Community Homes Family Celebration: 
Celebrating Siblings! 

What Makes CH Different? 
 

Vicki Isett 

     As a board, we asked 
ourselves that question 
recently.  The result was a 
comprehensive five-year 
plan to put into action our 
mission of creating quality 
lives for adults with dis-
abilities.  We identified five 
goals to support our work: 
 
1. Proactively address the 

needs of our residents 
as they age; 

2. Create more commu-
nity opportunities 
(social, recreational) 
for our residents; 

3. Add two-three more 
homes to address the 
needs of unserved 
adults; 

4. Fundraise to enable us 
to maintain our homes 

and support our resi-
dents; 

5. Support our Care Pro-
viders who make it all  
happen! 

 
     We are very excited 
about the future of our 
organization! 

              
A New Chapter             2 
House #2   
 
Book Review:  
Rachel in the World         3 
 
 

Recent Donors                4 

Plan to join the festivities as Community Homes hosts our second annual fundraiser 
on November 6, 2010!  This yearõs event will once again be held at St. Demetrios Hall 
in Seattle.  Do you have something to donate for the auction??  Please contact Vicki 
Isett if you would like to help us in any way!  

visett@comcast.net 
425-443-7210 

Save the Date! 

November 6, 2010 

Our second annual Family Celebration was a 
huge success!  Recognizing the tremendous 
importance of siblings, we made a special ef-
fort to include them this year and they came 
from far and wide!  Over 140 family members 
shared in the festivities.   

Eric Moeller (Mattõs brother) and Solomon 
Hutchinson (Lizõs brother) were inspirational 
as they reflected on growing up with a sibling 
with a disability.  They shared stories of strug-
gles they faced, as well as the gifts they re-
ceived, through that experience. 

Everyone in attendance had a great time.   The 
Mexican food was delicious and the décor was 
fun.  The òCommunity Homes Family Feudó 
games, hosted by Kevin VonHollebeke,  were 
hilarious!  Each house constituted a Family and 
they were in it to win it!  When asked to name 
òThings you would take visitors to see in Seat-
tleó, the answers were:  òThe Space Needleó, 
òThe sunó, and òMexicoó!   They are so right! 

 
 

  
  

From top left: Ladies of #2, Ashton of #6, Victory for 
#3, Team House 4, Solomon Hutchinson, Susan and 
Amy #1, Families of #6, Team House #5 
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A New Chapter Begins: 
New Care Providers at House #2! 

We are sad to say good bye to the Midgleys in their role as Care 

Providers at House #2.  Reflecting on Ian and Alyssaôs years as the 
Care Providers for this home, Carla Kepler, Jodiôs mom, said it best: 

 

òThank you, Alyssa, for the professional  attention to details  you 

have exhibited every day of the 11 1l2 years with our daughters. All 

of our lives have been positively affected by yours and Ian's care for 
the women. Your work has made the transition possible for all of us. 

Thanks also to Debbie for stepping into such amazing shoes! ñ   
 
AND we are very happy to announce that Alyssa will continue on 

with Community Homes as our Care Provider Coordinator.  In this 
capacity, she will provide quality assurance oversight for all six of 

our homes.  We are grateful to have her expertise! 
 
Debbie Landeck became the official Care Provider for this home on 

July 27!  She is joined by her husband, Wayne, and their daughter, 
Katie.  Debbie and Wayne are in the unique position of truly relating 

to and empathizing with families since  Katie also has  a disability.  
Debbie sees her new position as an extension of the care and sup-
port she has always shown to Katie.  The women of House #2 are 

excited to have a new housemate as well as a new Care Provider! 
 

Debbie and Wayne have been very involved with Special Olympics 
on Mercer Island since its inception.  They served as coordinators of 
the bowling program, which they grew from a handful of bowlers to 

over 60 at present.  According to friends, their infectious spirit and 
tremendous organizational abilities have been primarily responsible 

for the success of this program.   
 
Debbie and Wayne were also very active in organizing and sponsor-

ing social activities for adults with disabilities.  They have organized 
annual barn dances, 50ôs sock hops, and formal dances, complete 

with decorations and food services.  These efforts have given joy to 
many young adults.   
 

Their devotion and dedication to adults with disabilities is truly inspi-
rational and we are very fortunate to have them join us at Commu-

nity Homes. 
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What does it mean to have a safe, supportive 

and engaging home for your adult child with a 
disability?  Would you like to know more about 

this experience from a parentôs perspective?  If 
so, I encourage you to read Jane Bernsteinôs 
book, Rachel in the World.  She has put into 

words what many parents think and feel as 
they help their children make the transition 

into adulthood.  This is a warm, honest, com-
pelling and beautifully told story.     
 

From the book jacket: 
What happens when love is no longer enough?  

Jane Bernstein thought that learning to accept 
her daughterôs disabilities meant her struggles 
were over.  But as Rachel grew up and needed 

more than a parentôs devotion, both mother 
and daughter were confronted with formidable 

obstacles.  Rachel in the World, which begins 
in Rachelôs fifth year and ends when she turns 

twenty-two, tells of their barriers and suc-
cesses with the same honesty and humor that 
made Loving Rachel, Bernsteinôs first memoir, 

a classic.   
  

Bernsteinôs linked narratives center on family 
issues, social services, experiences with care 
givers, and Rachel herself, difficult, charming, 

hard to fathom, eager for her own independ-
ence.  Bernstein invites the reader to share the 

frustrations and unexpected pleasures of find-
ing a place for her daughter, first in her family, 
and then in the world. 

  
Rachel in the World is available through  

Amazon.com.  To order, please go to: 
 
http://community-homes.causemunity.org.  

Rachel in the World: A Memoir  
By Jane Bernstein 

Shop Causemunity.orgñ 
Donate to Community Homes 

 

Each on-line purchase made through  
Causemunity results in  

donations to Community Homes!   
 

Vendors include:  
Walmart,  
Target,  
iTunes,  

Amazon,  
Dell,  

Office Depot,  
HP,  

and more! 
 

Follow this link to make your purchases AND 
support Community Homes! 

 
http://community-homes.causemunity.org 

Thank you for your support! 
 
 

The Therrien House in Bellevue 

http://community-homes.causemunity.org


6947 Coal Creek Parkway SE, #146 

Newcastle, WA  98059-3159 

425-443-7210 

Community-homes@earthlink.net 

www.community-homes.org 

Building brighter futures for adults  
with developmental disabilities 

We thank the following  donors whose  generosity  enables us to fulfill our mission to create rich full lives for adults 
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