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Building brighter futures for adults with developmental disabilities 

ñIt is our duty as human beings to proceed as though the limits of our capabilities 

do not exist.ò  
- Pierre Teilhard de Chardin  

Day of  Fun in the Sun! 
Susan Guppy 

A Little Different  
Vicki Isett 

   I love the PEMCO tag-
line, òWeõre a lot like 
you...a little different.ó  It 
celebrates the solidarity of 
being unique.  So what is 
it that makes Community 
Homes òa little different?ó  
Often times when some-
one moves into an Adult 
Family Home, the resi-
dence itself becomes their 
whole world.    
   But we at CH believe 
that our residents deserve 
more.  They deserve not 
only a great home life, but 
also a great life out in the 
community.  We serve as 
a home base from which 
our residents go to work, 
take part in recreational 
activities, volunteer their 
time to local organiza-
tions, and become valued 
members of the commu-
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You can be a part of  creating great futures for adults with disabilities! 
Join us for a fun-filled evening at St. Demetrios Hall in Seattle on  

Friday, November 13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.   
Tickets are $50 per person.  RSVP visett@comcast.net.  

 

FUNDRAISING GRATITUDE DINNER  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2009 

St. Demetrios Hall, Seattle 

 Community Homes has just begun 

the Family Celebration Dinner as an 

annual event, but did you know 

that there is another annual event 

that is in itôs fourth year??  The 

Graddonôs Summer BBQ Extrava-

ganza is an event that all the Com-

munity Homesô residents look for-

ward to each summer at the  home 

of Lyle & Margaret Graddon on Lake 

Sammamish.  

 

 Back in April the ladies at House 

#1 noticed the invitation on the 

bulletin board downstairs  and were 

pleased to tell me that they had al-

ready RSVPôd (these ladies donôt 

waste time).  Any time I wanted to 

make a plan for the month of July 

they would chime in  ñMake sure 

you remember the Graddonôs BBQ 

on  July 18 th.ò 

 

 July 18 th  finally came and it was the 

perfect 85 degree day.  When the 

women of the Therrien House had 

sufficiently covered themselves in 

sunscreen thick enough to increase 

one whole dress size we ventured to 

the Graddonôs home.  Lyle and Mar-

garet welcomed us all and had a 

beautiful spread of  summer snacks 

and beverages. The residents clearly 
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It costs about $1,100 per month to support each Community Homes 

resident.  Medicaid pays about half that amount, leaving us with a 

substantial fundraising goal each year.  This goal for 2009 is 

$80,000.  We have raised $44,000 so far.  Your donation, large or 

small, helps provide a quality life for young adults with disabilities.  

Please consider making a donation today.  You can donate on - line at  

www.community - homes.org.  Every dollar helps!  

 

 

had no trouble making themselves com-

fortable as they settled in on the patio 

and the chorus of cracking carbonated 

beverages could be heard in surround 

sound.  

 

 A rousing game of volleyball began with 

a óTop Gunô level of  enthusiasm.  En-

couragement and laughter kept soaring 

across the net in both directions even 

when the ball didnôt. 

 

 Soon the roar of an engine could be 

heard, and our attention  gravitated to 

the dock where Lyle was getting the boat 

ready for some wet and wild speed boat 

tubing rides.  The residents showed little 

reserve about climbing aboard the 3 

seater tube as Lyle gave them a ride 

they wouldnôt soon forget.  Smiles and 

laughter were in no short supply.  

 

 The smell of the grill wafted down to the 

dock and drew us back up to the patio 

for cheeseburgers and hotdogs that Mar-

garet was attending on the grill.  And 

just when you thought the day couldnôt 

get any better, Margaret brought out the 

ice cream sandwiches and warm choco-

late chip cookies.  

 

 By the end of the day we were all feeling 

spoiled by the Graddonôs hospitality and 

generosity in giving us a day that will be 

a highlight of our summer.  Thank you 

Graddons for the fun day at your home!!  

Did you know...  

Day of  Fun in the Sun 
(continued from p. 1) 

nity in which they live.   
   We are able to do this by working col-
laboratively with families who want this 
lifestyle for their sons and daughters..  
The parents of our residents stay in-
volved in their sonsõ and daughtersõ 
lives.  They find or develop jobs within 
the community.  They host social activi-
ties (like the one pictured below).  They 
help organize participation in events like 
the Special Olympics.     
   When parents, care providers and 
the CH organization come together, 
great things happen for adults with 
disabilities! 
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By way of simple introduction, we are Seattlites. (Despite growing up elsewhere.) Not unsurprisingly, this beautiful emerald 
city quickly captured our hearts. 
 
 Ben grew up, the son of a preacher, in Spokane as an introspective guy with a tenacious draw to the outdoors. Between 
trips to the lake and the mountains, he spent his early years trying to decide if he was going to be a CEO, a professor, or a 
fighter pilot. 
 
 Amanda grew up on Oregonõs coast and in Portland a fiery, adventurous youth. Ever the social butterfly in high school, 
her mere presence imbued life in those around her. Her passion and energy extended onto the basketball court, where she 
played even into college. Also during college, Amanda lived for three months in Florence, Italy studying art, culture and 
Italian. 
 
 Our journey together began in 2001 with a simple love of wisdom. As Religion and Philosophy majors at Northwest Uni-
versity in Kirkland, WA, a mutual admiration of intellect and aesthetics drew us together. 
 
 As our paths crossed, they also crossed with one of the most amazing young men we know, Steve . Despite his unique  
disability, Steve possesses an amazing knack for easily navigating the way into peopleõs hearts, as he did with us. 
 
 Amanda became Steveõs care provider during her junior year and remained so for the next two years. After that, Ben took 
a job at Bellevue High School as Steveõs Paraeducator providing one on one support for him at school. During that time, 
Ben also provided respite care for Steve at home. Steve was our like our brother by then. And we continued to provide 
part-time respite care over the next several years. Even now, Steve stays with us one or two weekends a month. As a matter 
of fact, he is sitting next to us right now waiving at you. 
 
 June was an incredible month for us. On June 7th we welcomed our son, Ashton, into the world. Indubitably, the most 
wonderful, adorable, cute, smart, calm, happy, giggly little guy ever! He spoils us. On June 13th Ben completed his Masters 
in Business Administration from the University of Washington. This opportunity to be care providers fits perfect into 
where we are in life, a time of family and putting down roots. 
 
 For us, little work bears more meaning and power than that of care  
providers and organizations like Community Homes who diligently  
and compassionately support the disabled of our community. Our  
relationship with Steve and his family clearly  demonstrates this in  
our lives. We are better people because of  them. Hence, we look  
meet. 
 
 We are honored and excited to be the new care providers  
of house #6 in Bothell. 

 
  
  
    
  

  

Community Homes Welcomes Our Newest Care Providers 
Ben and Amanda Langhans 


